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Louisville lands USA Gymnastics Championships for three disciplines 
 
INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 5, 2013 – USA Gymnastics has awarded Louisville, Ky., the 2014 USA 
Gymnastics Championships, a new event that showcases the national championships for 
acrobatic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics and trampoline/tumbling.  Scheduled for July 15-19, 
the five-day event will feature competition on the Junior Olympic and junior and senior elite 
levels for each discipline.  The competition will be held at both the Kentucky International 
Convention Center and the KFC Yum! Center. 
 
“We appreciate the support we have received from the highest level of Louisville’s leadership – 
the Mayor, the Louisville Sports Commission, AEG Facilities and others,” said Steve Penny, 
president of USA Gymnastics.  “Louisville’s experience in handling major events and its ability to 
build this type of partnership are critical when a city is hosting an event of this nature.  We are 
confident that Louisville will be the perfect city to debut this championship event, which is 
designed to have something for everyone. From the beauty and grace of rhythmic gymnastics 
to the impressive balance and creativity of acrobatic gymnastics to the high flying and powerful 
skills of trampoline and tumbling, this is truly a unique undertaking.” 
 
Louisville has twice hosted the acrobatic gymnastics nationals, as well as the 2013 Region 4 
Trampoline and Tumbling Championships. The Louisville Sports Commission and AEG Facilities 
are the local partners for the event. 
 
“Hosting the national championships for three gymnastics disciplines during a five-day span 
represents enormous opportunity and responsibility,” said Karl Schmitt, the Louisville Sports 
Commission executive director. “Louisville will be highly energized when more than 2,000 
athletes, coaches and officials, along with their families and friends, visit us for a week in July 
2014. We appreciate USA Gymnastics selecting Louisville as a host city for an event of this 
magnitude and are confident that the local partnership comprised of AEG, the Sports 
Commission, the Convention & Visitors Bureau and Kentucky State Fair Board – along with our 
local community – will create a tremendous experience for the athletes, families and fans.” 
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”On behalf of AEG Facilities and the Louisville Arena Authority, we are honored to host such an 
elite event at the KFC Yum! Center,” said Dennis Petrullo, general manager for the KFC Yum! 
Center. “The commitment to this event from our dedicated AEG team along with the efforts of 
our partners the Louisville Sports Commission and Kentucky International Convention Center 
will ensure widespread community, gym club and corporate support for this marquee event.  
We are thrilled to put the national gymnastics spotlight on Louisville next July.”  
 
For the junior and senior elite levels for each discipline, the athletes will be vying for national 
titles. Performances will determine berths on the junior and senior U.S. National Teams for 
rhythmic gymnastics and trampoline and tumbling.  The Junior Olympic division has several 
different levels, and national titles will be awarded for each level and age group for each 
discipline.  The Junior Olympic levels for each of the disciplines are:  acrobatic gymnastics – 
Levels 6-10; rhythmic gymnastics – Levels 7-8; and trampoline and tumbling – Levels 8-10. 
 
The preliminary competition schedule, which is subject to change, for the five days is as follows. 
July 15-16 
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Junior Olympic competition for acrobatic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics 

and trampoline/tumbling, Kentucky International Convention Center 
 
July 17 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Junior Olympic competition for trampoline/tumbling, acrobatic gymnastics 

and rhythmic gymnastics, Kentucky International Convention Center 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Rhythmic gymnastics, junior and senior elite, KFC Yum! Center 
1:30-4:30 p.m. Trampoline and tumbling, junior prelims, KFC Yum! Center 
6-9:30 p.m. Acrobatic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics, and synchronized trampoline, 

senior, KFC Yum! Center 
 
July 18 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Rhythmic gymnastics, junior and senior prelims, KFC Yum! Center 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Trampoline and tumbling (junior/senior) and acrobatic gymnastics (Junior 

Olympic), Kentucky International Convention Center 
1:30-4:30 p.m. Junior Olympic rhythmic gymnastics and trampoline and tumbling, Kentucky 

International Convention Center 
1:30-4:30 p.m. Acrobatic gymnastics, junior, KFC Yum! Center 
6-9:30 p.m. Acrobatic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics and trampoline, senior, KFC Yum! 

Center 
July 19 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Rhythmic gymnastics, junior and senior finals, KFC Yum! Center 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Junior Olympic acrobatic gymnastics and trampoline and tumbling, Kentucky 

International Convention Center 
1:30-4:30 p.m. Rhythmic gymnastics (Junior Olympic) and trampoline and tumbling 

(junior/senior finals), Kentucky International Convention Center 
1:30-4:30 p.m. Acrobatic gymnastics and trampoline, junior finals, KFC Yum! Center 
6-9:30 p.m. Acrobatic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics and trampoline, senior finals, KFC 

Yum! Center 
 



Tickets for the event will go on sale in early 2014. 
 
Acrobatic gymnastics combines the beauty of dance with the strength and agility of acrobatics. 
Routines are choreographed to music and consist of dance, tumbling, and partner skills. At the 
elite level, each pair or group performs a balance, dynamic and combined routine. Pyramids 
and partner holds characterize the balance routine, while synchronized tumbling and intricate 
flight elements define the dynamic exercise. An acrobatic gymnastics pair consists of a base and 
a top. A women's group is comprised of three athletes - a base, middle and top partner – while 
a men's group has four athletes, a base, two middle partners and one top partner. 
 
Rhythmic gymnastics is characterized by grace, beauty and elegance combined with dance and 
acrobatic elements, while working with ribbons, balls, hoops, ropes and clubs in a 
choreographed routine to music. The choreography must cover the entire floor and contain a 
balance of jumps, leaps, pivots, balances and flexibility movements.  Only four of the apparatus 
are competed each quad, and the four for 2016 are hoop, ball, clubs and ribbon.  Each 
movement involves a high degree of athletic skill.  Physical abilities needed by a rhythmic 
gymnast include strength, power, flexibility, agility, dexterity, endurance and hand-eye 
coordination.   
 
Trampoline events involve athletes using trampolines that can propel them up to 30 feet in the 
air, during which they can perform double and triple twisting somersaults. Tumbling utilizes 
elevated rod-floor runways that enable athletes to jump at heights more than 10 feet and 
execute a variety of acrobatic maneuvers. For the double-mini competition, the athlete makes a 
short run, leaps onto a small two-level trampoline, performs an aerial maneuver and dismounts 
onto a landing mat.  Trampoline was added to the Olympic Games in 2000, and at the 2012 
Olympic Games in London, the USA had its first athlete in history advance to the finals. 
 
Background information 
 Louisville Sports Commission. The Louisville Sports Commission (LSC) is a Louisville, Kentucky-based 501(c)(3) 

organization whose mission is to create a legacy of economic and social vitality through sports. LSC attracts 
and hosts sporting events and activities that have a positive economic impact on Louisville, enhance the area’s 
image as a premier sports destination, promote healthy lifestyles and improve the quality of life for 
community members of all ages. More information is available online at www.louisvillesports.org and 
www.facebook.com/louisvillesportscommission. 

 AEG Facilities. AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Anschutz Company, is the leading sports, entertainment 
and venue operator in the world.  AEG Facilities, a stand-alone affiliate of AEG, owns, operates or consults 
with more than 100 of the industry’s preeminent venues worldwide, across five continents, providing 
complete venue management, as well as specialized programs in operations, guest services, ticketing, booking, 
sales and marketing. AEG Facilities also provides resources and access to other AEG-affiliated entities, 
including live event producer, AEG Live, AEG Global Partnerships, AEG Development, AEG 1Earth, AEG Encore 
and AEG Creative to support the success of AEG venues across the globe. The Los Angeles-based organization 
owns, operates or provides services to the world’s most elite venues, including KFC Yum! Center (Louisville, 
Ky.), STAPLES Center (Los Angeles, Calif.), StubHub Center (Carson, Calif.), Nokia Theatre L.A. LIVE (Los Angeles, 
Calif.), Sprint Center (Kansas City, Mo.), , American Airlines Arena (Miami, Fla.), Prudential Center (Newark, 
N.J.), Target Center (Minneapolis, Minn.), BBVA Compass Stadium (Houston, Texas), Oracle Arena and O.co 
Coliseum (Oakland, Calif.), CONSOL Energy Center (Pittsburgh, Penn.), Rabobank Arena (Bakersfield, Calif.), 
Mercedes-Benz Arena (Shanghai, China), MasterCard Center (Beijing, China), The O2 Arena (London, England), 
O2 World (Berlin, Germany), O2 World Hamburg (Hamburg, Germany), Ahoy Arena (Rotterdam, Netherlands), 
Itaipava Arena Pernambuco (Recife, Brazil), Allianz Parque (Sao Paulo, Brazil), Allphones Arena (Sydney, 



Australia), Ülker Sports Arena (Istanbul, Turkey), Ericsson Globe Arena (Stockholm, Sweden) and the Oman 
Convention and Exhibition Center (Muscat, Oman).  For more information, please visit aegworldwide.com.  

 USA Gymnastics. Based in Indianapolis, USA Gymnastics is the national governing body for gymnastics in the 
United States. Its mission is to encourage participation and the pursuit of excellence in the sport. Its disciplines 
include men's and women's artistic gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics, trampoline and tumbling, acrobatic 
gymnastics and group gymnastics. For more information, log on to www.usagym.org. 
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